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  PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD  
             Meeting Minutes 

                October 7, 2020 

Opening: 

A meeting of the Lebanon Parks and Recreation Board was held at 7:00 p.m. on 10-7-2020 at Harmon Park.  

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Napier. 

In Attendance: 

Jeff Napier, Janie Bicknell, Jane Davis, Howard Harris, Scott Nash, Adam Kwiecinski, Lindsay Mescher, 

Susan Galise, K.C. Stallings, and Casey Burdick  

A. Approval of July & August Minutes:  Motion to approve by Jeff Napier, seconded by Adam 

Kwiecinski, approved by the board. 

B. Agenda:  

1. Butterfly Release Event/Run 

The Garden Club is going to host a low-key event on August 8th where they are going to release 3 

boxes of 50 butterflies and not have any educational displays.  The event is still going to be recorded 

by the City and will be broadcast on Channel 6.  It went well, approximately 40 people attended, 

mostly related to the Garden Club. 

 

2. Oktoberfest/Miller Park 

 Oktoberfest: Will be this Saturday, October 10th from 11am-9pm.  The event is happening.  

There will be 3 bands, 2 German and one local, beer, wine, food vendors, and craft vendors.  New this 

year we will be hosting a “stein hoist” at 4pm.  There will not be a Kids Zone this year, the board just 

wasn’t sure how to manage the area safely, will bring back in 2021.  Thank you to the folks on the 

board who have already signed up to volunteer, we still need a few more.  Casey will send out the Sign 

Up Genius again, if you have time, especially the second half of the day, we could use a few more 

folks. 

 The Pooch Pageant is still going on in the morning and MesserFit will be hosting a strong man 

competition maybe.  

 The MEP Steering committee and Trustees are going to be selling engraved bricks as a 

fundraiser for the park.  Bricks are $75 through the end of the year, then they will be $100.   

 Fundraising is focusing on building restrooms at the Park.  It sounds good that the Land & 

Water Conservation Grant will be available again next year.  Casey will be applying for that grant 

again for the restrooms.  Casey asked of a letter of support authorizing the City to apply for the grant 

again this year to build restrooms at Miller Park.  Adam Kwiecinski made a motion, Howard Harris 

seconded, the board voted to approve. 

 Bob Henn has compiled a list of all the wildflowers he has seen in MEP over the year.  He has 

created a booklet with pictures, names, when and where they were found in the Park.  The booklets 

can be ordered at MinuteMan Press and are available to anyone interested.  
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3. Lebanon Bike Park  

Chad Irey has completed his concept plan for the new acreage.  It includes 4.5 miles of new 

trail at an estimated cost of $221,190.  3.5 miles of two way trail and 1 mile of one way.  The City 

plans on applying for a NRAC grant to build the trails, and got word that grant is due on February 4th. 

Casey has hired Tom Ritz Design, to completely rebuild the intermediate/advanced pump track 

due to the current pump track rapidly failing.  The quote came in at $89,000, which is much higher 

than expected, but Casey was able to work out a deal and Tom Ritz Design is going to donate $40,000 

worth of materials and labor to the project.  The project is expected to take place in most likely in the 

spring, but possibly this fall if the weather cooperates. 

The Jump Line Dig Crew are hosting a Halloween Jump Jam at the Bike Park on October 10th 

from 11am to 1pm.  They are encouraging folks to set up pop-up tents around the perimeter trail and 

toss out candy for the kids.  Costumes are encouraged.  They could use some volunteers to help hand 

out candy. If you are available, let me know and I can pass your info on to Shain Bollen. 

 

4. Grant Projects-Lebanon-Countryside YMCA Phase 2: The route is under an environmental 

review currently and the City is working on getting easements. 

-Clean Ohio Trails Fund- Northern Bike Trail Extension: The City met with ChoiceOne 

Engineering to figure out the layout of the trail through the downtown.  It has changed from the 

original proposal to allow for safer or more comfortable route.  The route now goes west on 

South Street from Cherry St Café to the Electric Complex on Sycamore Street.  Then, north on 

Sycamore to Silver Street, west on Silver, north on Water Street.  There will be an off road route 

built on the west side of Sycamore as part of the Sycamore reconstruction project scheduled for 

2021.  Casey also met with Terracon to do an environmental assessment on the trail route behind 

Berry.  Everything looked good. 

-Capital Improvement Projects- The City was contacted by the Warren Co Office of Economic 

Development on October 1st, asking if the we were still interested in moving forward with the 

Lebanon Sports Complex Parking Improvements and building Downtown Public Restrooms.  We 

responded that we were.  There is a taskforce meeting this week to make any necessary 

adjustments to the recommendation list prepared for our state legislators based on the feedback 

from communities that have submitted projects.  There will be updates as they are made 

available. 

  

5. Berry Park 

In progress. 

 

6. Tecumseh Trail  

Plans for replacement of playground equipment.  The City has budgeted $55k to replace the 

playground equipment on this site this year.   

  

7. Park’s Master Plan 

Casey received another draft of the plan, there are still issues that need resolved with the document.  

She will going to make more editing notes and return to WCRPC. 

 

8. Colonial Park Retention Basin 

Is complete.  The access drive leading from the parking lot to the edge of the “field”.  Then in the 

future that has been interest expressing in providing a side walk and dock type feature to allow for 

handicap fishing access.  The pond will be stocked in the spring.  
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9. Harmon Tennis Courts 

The Harmon Tennis Courts on the west side of East St were put out to bid to repave, color coat, and 

replace the fence. Westside Paving won the bid and will start the project as soon as their schedule 

allows.  The project was expected to cost $112,000, but came in at $84,973.60. 

 

10. Harmon Rain Garden 

The Warren Co SWCD was offering a $10,000 grants to install rain gardens in two Warren Co 

communities.  Casey applied for the grant to install a rain garden in Harmon Park that would start at 

the at the top of the hill next to the golf course, at the bridge on the gravel walking path near the tennis 

courts.  She met with the SWCD and they agreed this is an ideal placement.  There has been a gully 

forming over the years that seems to have gotten much worse in the last 2 years.  The City was already 

planning on adding riprap to the gully to try to stop more erosion, but this would be a more permanent 

solution. The rain garden would also help trap the chemicals being sprayed on the golf course and 

prevent them from entering the storm drain.  This rain garden could also serve as an educational 

opportunity for the City and the SWDC. 

 

11. Flower Donations & Volunteers 

Local residents have been dividing their flower beds and our Parks are benefitting.  A neighbor from 

Countryside has donated two large bags of Iris bulbs that will be planted around some of the park 

entry signs.  The Hardy’s have donated eight large tall sedum that will be planted in Cedar City Park. 

A big Thank You do both of those individuals. 

 

Thank you to Kadant for the 6 volunteers that helped stain more of the benches in Miller Park.  They 

worked for around 2 hours and we now have all the benches in the front half of the park sealed. 

 

Other Items: 

Susan Galise wanted to mention the Main St. Lebanon Holiday decorating contest.  Both businesses and the 

public are welcome to participate, but are asked to sign up if they want to be officially judged by November 

1st.  Main St will be working with the Lebanon Garden Clubs to judge the holiday displays on December 7th 

and winners will be announced with recognition going on social media and they will be part of a map so 

people can seek out the displays for enjoyment through the holiday season. 

Susan also is part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan committee.  She wanted to let everyone know there will 

be an Idea Gathering Workshop that all are welcome to attend on October 29th from 6-8pm at the Warren 

County Fairgrounds.  Pre-registration is requested at envisionlebanon.com 

Adam Kwiecinski is also on the Main St Lebanon Board and they are exploring the possibility of hosting a 

criterion (bicycle) race in Lebanon starting in 2021.  Adam provided maps of a few options for courses and 

would like to have a few other Park Board members involved in the planning process.  Scott Nash and Jeff 

Napier expressed interest and Adam will add them to the list for the committee. There are plans for a meeting 

in the near future to start to understand more about hosting this type of event. 

Next Meeting: Park Board meeting Wednesday, November 4th at 7:00 PM at the  

Electric Dept Conference Room                       Submitted by Casey Burdick 
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